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SUBJECT: AEGEAN DISPUTE FEATURED PROMINENTLY IN GREEK PRESS 

REF: ANKARA 0541 

1. SUMMARY. GREEK PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO AEGEAN 
DISPUTE WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE RECENT FLURRY OF STATEMENTS 
BY TOP TURKISH I .RADERS. MORNING JOURNALS JANUARY 22 SPOTLIGHT 
TURKISH FONMIN ESENBEL'S INTERVIEW WITH MILLIYET (JANUARY 21) 

AS WELL AS RECENT INTERVIEWS GIVEN BY HIMSELF AND TURKISH 
DEFMIN SANCAR IN MAGAZINE "YANKI". END SUMMARY. 
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2. TO VIMA CARRIES ITS REPORT THESE INTERVIEWS ON FRONT 

PAGE UNDER HEADLINE "TURKEY ACTING PROVOCATIVELY IN CYPRUS 
AND IN AEGEAN IN ORDER ONCE MORE TO BLACKMAIL KISSINGER." 
ELEFTHEROS COSMOS DEVOTED LARGE PORTION BACK PAGE TO SAME 
ISSUE UNDER LEADER "TURKS SPEAK OF THEIR SUPERIORITY IN 
AEGEAN-THEY EXCLUDE ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN CYPRUS AND 
AEGEAN OIL ISSUE." ELLINIKON MELLON'S FRONT PAGE TRUMPETS 
"TURKS NOW CLAIM HALF THE AEGEAN IS THEIRS; PROVOCATIONS 
BECOME STRONGER." KATHIMERINI'S COVERAGE INTRODUCED BY 
HEADLINE "TURKS ESCALATE THEIR PROVOCATIVE STANCE." TODAY S 
AFTERNOON PRESS CONTINUES ON SAME TRACK WITH FOLLOWING 
SELECTED ENTRIES: "TURKEY PULLS THE ROPE - NEW YORK TIMES 
PERCEIVES DANGER OF CLASH" (VRADINI); "TURKEY ONCE MORE 
INTRANSIGENT ON ISSUES OF CYPRUS AND AEGEAN-NEW PROVOCATIVE 
INTERVIEW BY ESENBEL" (TA NEA); "INCENDIARY STATEMENTS OF 
ESENBEL" (APOYEVMATINI). WHILE TODAY'S COVERAGE HOOKED MOSTLY 
TO MILLIYET INTERVIEW BY ESENBEL. GREEK PRESS OF PAST WEEK OR 
SO HAS FOLLOWED EQUALLY CLOSELY-AND IN SIMILAR VEIN-PRIOR 
STATEMENTS OF HIS OWN AND THOSE OF PM IRMAK AND DEFMIN SANCAR. 

3. INTERESTING PRESS EXCHANGE OCCURRED OVER PAST FEW DAYS 
WHEN ELEFTHEROS COSMOS (JANUARY 19) CARRIED PROMINENT STORY 
CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OF JOINT GREEK-TURKISH VENTURE TO 
EXPLOIT AEGEAN OIL AS RESULT OF "AMERICAN INITIATIVE." 

STORY CLAIMED THAT UNOFFICIAL TALKS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH A GREEK-TURKISH COMPANY BUT THAT 
SHARP DIFFERENCES OF OPINION HAD EMERGED BETWEEN THE TWO 
SIDES OWING AT LEAST IN PART TO DIFFERENCES IN PERCEPTION 
AS TO THE PROPER SPEED OR PACE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. REPORT 
STATES THAT TURKS WANT RESOLUTION OF PROJECT BEFORE LOS TALKS 
RECONVENE IN GENEVA IN MARCH WHILE GREEK SIDE WISHES TO DELAY 
MATTER UNTIL AFTER THAT DATE IN HOPE THAT NEW TWELVE MILE 
TERRITORIAL SEA LIMIT WOULD HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY THAT TIME 
WHICH WOULD AFFORD GR E.ECF, "WIDER PROTECTION OF ITS AEGEAN 
ISLAND BORDERS." ESTIA IN A JANUARY 21 REBUTTAL EDITORIAL 
ATTACKS ANY SUCH PLAN STATING THERE "NO ROOM" FOR ANY SUCH 
COOPERATION BECAUSE TURKS HAVE "NO RIGHTS IN THE AEGEAN" AND 
SINCE IN ANY EVENT TURKS ARE SO"UNTRUSTWORTHY AND GREEDY." 
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